
      First Presbyterian Church 
           Sunday, March 17, 2024 

 
 

              Seeking the Faith – Sharing the Spirit - Serving God’s People 
 

You are invited to join us on our journey of faith! We seek to serve God, to minister to our 
community, and to love one another. Help us in our quest to become an ever more inclusive church 
that welcomes all people from all backgrounds, abilities, and identities.  
Come and experience the love of God, the grace of Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Order of Worship  

 
Prayer in Preparation 
Holy God, by the cross and resurrection of Jesus, you lift the suffering world  
toward hope and transformation and open the way to eternal salvation.   
As we move ever closer to the passion of Christ, may your law of love be written on our 
hearts as he draws all people to himself revealing your love for the world.  Amen.  
 

Prelude                                   I Want to Be Where You Are    arr. Mark Hayes 
                                                          
Gathering for Worship 
Leader: Blessed be the God of our salvation who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.  
All: Let us worship God! 
              
*Hymn #638                     O Come and Sing unto the Lord                                                                                             
 
*Call to Confession: 
Leader: Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts,  
confessing our sins to the One whose mercy is everlasting.   
 
*Prayer of Confession 
Leader: Let us pray… 
All: Redeeming God, we confess that we have strayed from your commandments.  
Do not remember our sins, but forgive our iniquities, 
that we may fix our eyes on you and sin no more. Amen.  
 
*Assurance of Forgiveness  
Leader: Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
*Please stand as you are able 



*Giving of the Peace 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all! 
All: And also with you! 
 
*Response #175                      Seek Ye First   
Seek ye first the kingdom of God- and its righteousness. 
And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia.  
 

Children’s Sermon              Holy Week, Batman!                                                             
 
Prayer for Illumination  
Reader: Your Word, O God, has the power to change our lives and to create a whole new 
world.  As we meditate on your word this day, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may 
treasure your word with our whole hearts and fix our eyes upon you. Amen. 
 
New Testament Lesson                                                           John 12:20-26 (NT p. 106)   
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 
Special Music                  Loving Shepherd of Thy Sheep French Melody ca. 1200 
 

Old Testament Lesson  Deuteronomy 8:1-20 (OT p. 165) 
This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently observe, so that you may 
live and increase, and go in and occupy the land that the LORD promised on oath to your 
ancestors. Remember the long way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the 
wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you 
would keep his commandments. He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with 
manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you understand 
that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. The 
clothes on your back did not wear out and your feet did not swell these forty years. Know then in 
your heart that as a parent disciplines a child so the LORD your God disciplines you. Therefore, keep 
the commandments of the LORD your God, by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For the Lord 
your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground 
waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, 
where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper.  
You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for the good land that he has given you. Take care 
that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and 
his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have built fine 
houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is 
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the 
great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water 
flow for you from flint rock and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not 
know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself,  
“My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” But remember the LORD your 
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he 
swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. If you do forget the LORD your God and follow other 
gods to serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. Like the 
nations that the LORD is destroying before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the 
voice of the LORD your God. 



Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Proclamation of the Word             The Long Way Home   
 
*Affirmation of Faith                        The Confession of 1967 9.15 
Leader: Together, let us confess our faith… 
All: God ’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind.  
Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  
But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a 
servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and 
women. The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the 
Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of God. 
 
*Hymn #49                           The God of Abraham Praise 
 
Minute for Mission: One Great Hour of Sharing  
 
Invitation to the Offering   
Leader: Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and takes on a new life, it remains just a 
single grain.  With grateful hearts, let us bring the fruit of our lives to God.  Amen. 
 

Offertory                       Allegrettto in E minor Op. 38, No. 24                       J. W. Hassler 
 
*#606 Doxology  
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Leader: As the high priest Melchizedek blessed Abraham and offered his tithe of bread and 
wine at your holy altar, Lord, may our gifts be made perfect through Christ to glorify you and 
bless the world. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Congregational Prayer 
 
Joys and Concerns (In the bulletin, on cards, or via Zoom Chat) 
Minister: We give thanks to God for these blessings. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
Minister: For all these people and all who are in need 
All: Please hold your people near, O God! 
Minister: God inspires us to pray, hears our prayers, and answers our prayers.  
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
Minister: Let us pray… 
 

Silent Prayer 
   

Minister: Let us pray together…   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.   
 
*Hymn #542                              God Be With You Till We Meet Again 

 



Announcements 
Blessing 
Minister: May the Strength of God pilot us. May the Power of God preserve us. May the 
Wisdom of God instruct us.  May the Hand of God protect us.  May the Way of God direct us.  
May the Shield of God defend us.  May the Host of God guard us against the snares of the 
evil ones, against temptations of the world. May Christ be with us!  May Christ be before us! 
May Christ be in us, Christ be over all!  May Thy Salvation, Lord, always be ours, this day, O 
Lord, and evermore. Amen. 

Postlude                                       Hymns of Adoration                         arr. Phillip Keveren 
 
Moment for Reflection: 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Assistants 
Kitty Trescott- Greeter Rolanda Quick- Head Usher 
Beth Malmquist- Worship Assistant  Carolyn Hooker- Scripture Reader 
Jiyeon Lee- Accompanist - Special Music 
Elwood Prest- AV Tech  Kathy Manfredi- Zoom Greeter 

 
MARCH 17, 2024  

9:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary and via Zoom. 
Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall (Host: Rolanda Quick) 

Faith Dialogues in the Lounge 
 

MARCH 19, 2024  
1:00 pm Presbyterian Women 

 
MARCH 20, 2024 

10:00 am Bible Study will Bill and J. P.  
3:30 pm Bible Study with Pastor Kerry via Zoom 

 
MARCH 21, 2024  

5:30 pm Dinner Group 
 

MARCH 24, 2024  
9:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary and via Zoom. 

Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall (Hosts: Pat and Kathy Manfredi) 
Faith Dialogues in the Lounge 



 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like a visit—or if you know someone who needs a visit— 
please let Pastor Kerry or one of the Deacons know. 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please fill out Joys and Concerns cards at the back of the sanctuary prior to the beginning of 
worship.  The cards are on the table as you enter, and there is a basket to put the completed cards 
in.  If you are participating via Zoom, use the Chat feature to let the Zoom Greeter know what your 
Joys and Concerns are (please complete asap during the service.) 
 
Presbyterian Women will meet Tuesday, March 19, at 1:00 in the Conference Room. 
 
Dinner Group will meet March 21, 5:30 pm, at St. Nicholas Brewery (Southern Illinois Airport). 
If you plan to attend, please contact Jill Hertzing, jillhertzing@aol.com. 
 
Be kind to the environment AND support the Laundry Project! Buy Tru Earth laundry strips during 
Fellowship today – the Laundry Project will use the proceeds to cover the cost of washers and dryers. 
 
Keep Carbondale Beautiful Tree Sale  (Green Guardians making a splash!) 
SATURDAY, MARCH 23 8:30 am - 2:00 pm  at Town Square Pavilion 
Dozens of species to choose from (view preorder list at keecp.org/beautification/Tree Sale) 
Deadline for preorders is midnight March 15. 
To Preorder: Send name, address, phone #, e-mail, plus order to keepcb1326@gmail.com 
  
Mark your calendars – Maundy Thursday Worship – Thursday, March 28, 6:00 pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  A light meal of soup and bread will be served followed by worship (including communion).   
If you plan to attend, please sign up on the sheet in the hallway (walk-ins are always welcome; an 
approximate number will help us plan accordingly).  If you would like to provide a pot of your favorite 
lentil or bean soup, please contact Wendi or Kathy. 
 
Fellowship Hosts – please sign up to host fellowship. 
 
The Church Women United Annual Hunger Sale is scheduled for April 26 & 27. Volunteers are needed 
beginning Tuesday, April 23. Contact Brenda Myers or Ann Warner for more information. 
 
Please, as you are able, continue to contribute financially to the life and ministry of 
the church through Sunday offerings, direct deposit, by sending checks in the mail, 
online at http://www.firstprescdale.org or by scanning this QR code with your 
smartphone camera. 
 
 
 
 
  

Pastor Kerry’s Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday: 10:00 am-1:30 pm 
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Joys and Concerns 
Remember to Pray for: 
 Areas of the world at war, peace in the Middle East 
 Covid concerns 
 Our Democracy in the face of social unrest and political polarization 
 Those struggling with addictions and the consequences 
 Transgender community under attack legislatively 
 Those in the destructive path of natural disasters 
 Those affected by threats of terrorism, mass shootings, and hate crimes 
 Our National, State, Regional, and Community Leaders 
 Those who are homeless, hungry, and in harm’s way 
 Those in shelters on the southern border 
 Those who continue to be marginalized and underrepresented 
 Military Service Members 
 
Each week we pray for one of the Carbondale Interfaith Council faith communities.  
This week, please pray for: Good Samaritan Ministries 
The Mission/Ministry we are praying for this month: Membership and Deacons 
 

     Household Prayer: Morning 
 

Loving God, you offer the gift of new life every day. Open my heart to receive this grace that I 
may be wholly yours, then give me the courage to share this gift wherever I go as I seek to walk 
in your way of mercy, forgiveness, and newness of life.  Amen.  
 

     Household Prayer: Evening 
 

Forgiving God, who makes all things new, you know where I flourished this day, and you know 
where I have failed.  Help me to know that in all my challenges there is a seed of hope that 
enables me to depend on you more faithfully.  May I rest in peace this night and awake refreshed 
to greet the newness of your day.  Amen.  



#638                     O Come and Sing unto the Lord          
(PUBLC DOMAIN) 
 

1 O come and sing unto the Lord; to God our voices raise; 
let us in our most joyful songs the Lord, our Savior, praise. 
 

2 Before God's presence let us come with praise and thankful voice; 
let us sing psalms to God with grace; with grateful hearts, rejoice. 
 

3 The Lord our God is King of kings, above all gods enthroned; 
the depths of earth and mountains high by God alone are owned.  
 

4 To God the spacious sea belongs; God made its waves and tides, 
and by God's hand the rising land was formed, and still abides. 
 

5 O come, and bowing down to God our worship let us bring; 
yea, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker and our King. 
 
#175                                  Seek Ye First 
(All Rights Reserved Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-704922)   
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia!  
 
Deuteronomy 8:1-20 (0T p. 165)  
This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently observe, so that you 
may live and increase, and go in and occupy the land that the Lord promised on oath to your 
ancestors. Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the 
wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not 
you would keep his commandments. He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you 
with manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you 
understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 
of the Lord. The clothes on your back did not wear out and your feet did not swell these forty 
years. Know then in your heart that as a parent disciplines a child so the Lord your God 
disciplines you. Therefore keep the commandments of the Lord your God, by walking in his ways 
and by fearing him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing 
streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat 
and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land 
where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are 
iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your 
God for the good land that he has given you. Take care that you do not forget the Lord your 
God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am 
commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in 
them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, 
and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great 
and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water 
flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did 
not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, 
‘My power and the might of my own hand have gained me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord 
your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant 
that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. If you do forget the Lord your God and 
follow other gods to serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely 



perish. Like the nations that the Lord is destroying before you, so shall you perish, because you 
would not obey the voice of the Lord your God. 
 

John 12:20-26 (NT p. 106) 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 
 

#49                     The God of Abraham Praise          
(All Rights Reserved Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-704922) 
 

1 The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above, the Ancient of Eternal Days, 
the God of love! The Lord, the great I AM, by earth and heaven confessed,  
we bow before your holy name, forever blest. 
 

2 Your spirit still flows free, high surging where it will. In prophet's word you spoke of old 
and you speak still. Established is your law, and changeless it shall stand, deep writ upon the 
human heart by your strong hand. 
 

3 Your goodly land we seek, with peace and plenty blest, a land of sacred liberty and Sabbath 
rest. There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound, and trees of life forever grow with 
mercy crowned. 
 

4 You have eternal life implanted in the soul; your love shall be our strength and stay, 
while ages roll. We praise you, living God! We praise your holy name: the first, the last,  
beyond all thought, and still the same! 
 
#606                  Praise God from Who All Blessings Flow (Doxology) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
#542                            God Be with You Till We Meet Again             
(All Rights Reserved Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-704922) Public Domain 
 
1 God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd's care enfold you: God be with you till we meet again. 
 
2 God be with you till we meet again; unseen wings protecting hide you, 
daily manna still provide you: God be with you till we meet again. 
 
3 God be with you till we meet again; when life's perils thick confound you, 
put unfailing arms around you: God be with you till we meet again. 
 
4 God be with you till we meet again; keep love's banner floating o'er you; 
smite death's threatening wave before you: God be with you till we meet again. 
 
 


